


Tampa Bay Lightning Fans raise money for Street Health
Even the smallest act of kindness can have a major impact.

This past spring, on the heels of another meltdown by the Toronto Maple Leaf’s in the rst round
of the NHL playo s, something amazing happened that could perhaps soothe Leaf fans battered
pride and reignite the belief that there is still good in the world.

The day after the crushing game 7 loss suddenly Street Health’s noti cations on Twitter erupted TORONTO
as messages ooded in from Florida! MAPLE

LEAFS

Tampa Bay fans started sharing details about donations they made to Street Health accompanied
by messages of positivity and support. New messages were coming in every minute including:

“Great series, keep up the excellent work you're doing for those in need. Sending positive vibes from Florida :)”

“On behalf of Bolts nation. We're happy to help an organization like yours keep providing much needed help to the
people of Toronto.”

“In honor of the Maple Leaf’s, from a Tampa Bay Lightning fan... doing good in your city. | hope we make a di erence!”

“Go Lightning! I've heard you guys do great work and I’'m happy to contribute from Arlington, Virginia. Thrilled hockey
can bring awareness to great causes outside of my own area!”

After reading the slew of messages on social media, we quickly realized what m

was happening. In the wake of the heartbreaking game 7 loss, fans of the Tampa e p—
Bay Lightning, in the spirit of sportsmanship and respect after a hard-fought “C”:mtymdch, _

series, decided to come together and donate to a local Toronto charity. After douau'onstoT;iiitﬁlfﬁzn-lggfmma.kww‘m
some deliberation and research on the part of the Tampa Bay fanbase, Street with Leafs ritiesafter tght series
Health was chosen as the recipient of this kind gesture! The fans from Florida '
cited our work with the homeless and underhoused population speci cally
around the area of mental health as the reason they wanted to show their

support and donate. o
@stevEfroMtpa
Donations continued to ood in throughout the day, when the dust settled over rjustgdldsumequmk i
. . . . res
$3,000 had been raised! We were beyond thrilled by this random act of kindness on seems to be a solid chariz;-ms??eaer;:f:ﬁﬂi?ﬂiiggo
the part of individuals who live thousands of miles away. We were even more thrilled
knowing that all the money raised was going to be put to good use immediately
helping people experiencing homelessness. S P
The activity on social media caught the eye of the Toronto Star, who published an el Tweet your reply
article detailing the feel-good story. The story was picked up by several local papers G o
spanning from St Catherines to Waterloo. T —.
. . . O Q :

Not long after the articles came out, Global News picked up the story and decided S T %
to schedule a live on-air interview with our since retired Executive Director Kapri P A

N i X . . A Hopefully we can gt some e utit's the best | can do right now,
Rabin alongside one of the organizers of the fundraiser who tuned in live from e PeoBlanbora o morof

Florida! It was amazing to see how something so small snowballed into an event
that really made a positive impact.

On behalf of all of us here at Street Health, and our clients, we want to thank the
people of Tampa Bay for reminding us that no matter where we may come from,
we will always have more in common than what divides us. Go Leafs!

Facilitators’ Guide

As part of the Doorway Project, a guide is now available for those facilitating community groups.
Information covered includes: setting the context for learning, establishing safety and working
with con ict. This resource was informed by those gaining the skills to work with groups that bring
lived experience to their roles.

www.streethealth.ca/downloads/facilitators-guide. pdf
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International Overdose Awareness Day
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On August 31%, we gathered with community members to remember those who have lost their lives due to the poisoned
drug crisis and show our support for people who use substances. OPS sta gave an interview with CBC to raise awareness
about the staggering toxicity of the unregulated drug supply and the catastrophic toll on people’s lives across the country.




